
Annual Meeting

April 26, 2021



Agenda

● Welcome & Open Agenda
○ Comments, suggestions for agenda  

● SMCL Update 

● Friends of the Library Year in Review

● Biennial election of FOTL Board 

● Coastside Gives 2021

● The Year Ahead: How Can You Help?





Friends of the Library Year in 

Review

The Friends of the Library have been raising 

funds to support programs for adults, teens and 

children at our local library for over 20 years. 

Our funds are raised primarily through book sales, 

membership dues and generous contributions.

From summer reading books to Makerspace 

programs and summer learning camps, our budget 

priorities are set by carefully considered requests by 

library staff each year.



Friends of the Library Year in 

Review

We are humbled to report that donations 

stayed the course in 2020, despite extraordinary

challenges posed by the pandemic.

With the excitement of the new library opening

in 2018, the Friends of the Library enjoyed a

steady growth in donations that year and the next.

In 2020, the pandemic prevented us from hosting 

book sales, traditionally our primary source of fundraising. 

We also saw an understandable decline in membership renewals. 

Yet with your support, over $46,000 was raised last year.



Friends of the Library Year in 

Review

Our San Mateo County Libraries rose to meet extraordinary 

challenges in 2020. Your generous support allowed us to help the library 

address new challenges as they were identified by our hard working SMCL 

staff. Those programs include:

● Adult Meals Program (Sep 2020 - end of June 2021) - $32,000 

(includes almost $13k raised during Coastside Gives 2020)

● WiFi Hotspots - $20,000

● Adult Programs & Services - $2,500

● Children’s Programs & Services - $2,500

● ALAS Fall Arts Program - $6,000





Thank you for this opportunity 
Friends of the Library!



Friends of the Library 

We look forward to 

seeing you back in the 

library! 



Biennial FOTL Board Elections

● Our Friends of the Library bylaws establish two 

year terms of service for Board members.

● A new Board has been proposed to begin the next 

two year term, which commences in May 2021.

● Bylaws currently allow for up to two additional at-

large Board members.  



Biennial FOTL Board Election

Current nominations for FOTL Board, May 2021- May 2023:

● President: Paul Gater

● Vice-President & Membership: Deb Kessler

● Treasurer: Dave Schorr

● Secretary: Laura Wilson

● Member-at-Large for Social Media & Communication: Carolyn Belknap

● Member-at-Large for Book Sales: Wendi Shafir

● Member-at-Large: Sandy Gleichmann

● Member-at-Large: John Claussen

Our new board is confirmed for the upcoming two year term. 

Thank you all for your support! 



Coastside Gives 2021

● This year, funds raised through our

Coastside Gives campaign will go

towards providing Coastside Kids 

with fun and educational activities this 

summer.

● We have set a goal of $10,000  

● Donations are being accepted now, 

through the main event on May 6

● Please mark your calendars, and 

help us give our local kids a leg up on

addressing the COVID learning gap

https://www.coastsidegives.org/friendsofthehalfmoonbaylibrary

https://www.coastsidegives.org/friendsofthehalfmoonbaylibrary


The Year Ahead 

We have a big opportunity ahead this year. How can you help?

● Make sure your membership is up to date:

https://www.hmblibraryfriends.org/become-a-member

(Not sure? Email us at info@hmblibraryfriends.org.)

● Check your employer for matching donations - your membership contribution 

could be doubled!

● Join our monthly meetings, held on the 4th Monday each month. 

● Watch our newsletter for word about when book sales will resume, as well as 

other opportunities to support our fundraising efforts throughout the year

● Encourage friends and neighbors to learn about all that our library has to offer -

the more they know, the more likely they’ll be to support our efforts as well

https://www.hmblibraryfriends.org/become-a-member


Did you know?

Have you visited SMCL.org recently? Your library card provides you 

with many valuable resources, even as access to the building itself 

remains limited for the time being. For example:

● Online classes on a wide variety of topics provided by top resources 

such as Lynda.com (now LinkedIn Learning) and Udemy 

● Job search resources, including help with individual resumes

● Movies and documentaries on Kanopy

● Virtual museum tours 

● Online access to newspapers from the NYT to the 

Half Moon Bay Review, as well as popular magazines

● Research tools including Ancestry.com



Thank you!


